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Join the The NJ Forest Service on a

BIG TREE
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Did you know the NJ Official Big Tree Registry
has more than 100 entries? But there are
so many more to be discovered, help us find them!

Questions? Call 609-292-6536 or email joseph.bennett @dep.nj.gov
for more information
Download the nomination and Right to Access form at:
https://www.njparksandforests.org/forest/community/bigtree _nominate.html
Once completed send to Big Tree Coordinator Joseph C. Bennett at joseph.bennett@dep.nj.gov

Please make sure that the big tree you plan to nominate is not already on the big tree registry.
You can view the registry at: https://www.njparksandforests.org/forest/community/bigtree_registry.htmi



The New Jersey Forest Service Community Forestry Program uses the following
formula to determine the potential Big Tree Champions:

Total Points
Circumference of trunk (in inches)
+ tree height (in feet)
+1/4 average crown spread (in feet)
= total points.

How to Measure a Trees Circumference

Measure the circumference of
the tree at 4 1/2 feet off the
ground in inches, or if the tree
sits on a slope, 4 1/2 feet from
the uphill side. If the tree has a
branch or abnormal swelling at
4 1/2 feet, take the
measurement where the trunk
returns to normal size. If you
measure below 4 1/2 feet, make
sure to include the actual height
where the measurement was
taken.

For example:
182"circumference at 3 feet.

Circumference at 4 1/2 ft On a Slope
B 2 If fork or swell occurs at
4 1/2 ft, measure below.

Forked Swell



How to Measure a Trees Height

There are many ways to
measure the height of a
tree. You can purchase
a clinometer, which will
mechanically do the
math for you or you can
use the stick method
that is described below.

1. Hold the stick or
ruler at its base
vertically, making
certain that the length
of the stick above
your hand equals the
distance from your
hand to your eye.

2. Move away from
the tree while sighting
the trunk base above
your hand while
staying on ground level (or on the same contour as the base of the tree).

3. Stop when the top of the stick is level
with the top of the tree.

4. You should be looking over your hand
at the base of the tree and, moving only
your eyes, looking over the top of your
stick at the top of your tree.

5. Measure how far you are from the
tree and that measurement - in feet - is
the tree's height.




How to Measure a Trees Average Crown Spread
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Measure the crown at its widest and narrowest widths. Find the average crown spread: add

the two measurements and divide by two.
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